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Summary
Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+) is a financial mechanism
aimed at providing incentives to reduce carbon emissions from forests and enhance carbon stocks.
In most forest-rich developing countries, policy actors, i.e., state and non-state as well as
international and national, are designing national REDD+ policies. Actors’ interests and beliefs
shape patterns of interactions, ranging from cooperation to conflict, and these interactions influence
a country’s direction and progress in REDD+ policy formulation and implementation. This
paper uses a comparative policy network approach to analyze the power structures in national
REDD+ policy domains in seven countries. The authors draw on the typology of power structures
defined by two dimensions, namely the distribution of power in the policy arena and the dominant
type of interaction, cooperative or conflictual, among actors, and mapped the progress of national
REDD+ decision-making processes against these power structures. They tested three hypotheses
and found that (1) national ownership over the policy process is a prerequisite for progress. In
addition, (2) the level of concentration of power in an actor group can facilitate progress in REDD+;
however, particularly when concentration of power is high, progress will be possible only if the
interests of the most powerful are aligned with the objectives of REDD+ and address the drivers of
deforestation and forest degradation. Furthermore, (3) although cooperation is perceived as ideal in
any collective decision-making setting, a certain level of conflict is necessary for progress in REDD+

decision making. This applies particularly in more advanced national REDD+ domains, where,
following a honeymoon phase during which most policy actors embrace the broad idea of REDD+,
policy decisions must deal with difficult realities associated with negotiating established business-a-usual interests, which entails high political costs

Authors
Brockhaus, M.
Di Gregorio, M.

Journal
Ecology and Society

Organisations
Centre for International Forestry Research [12]
University of Leeds [13]

Search resources
Search
Apply
Reset

Other resources
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

An Introduction to REDD+ (Khmer, English subtitles) [14]
The context of REDD+ in Ethiopia: Drivers, agents and institutions [15]
A New Climate for Peace: Taking Action on Climate and Fragility Risks [16]
The distribution of powers and responsibilities affecting forests, land use, and REDD+ across
levels and sectors in Peru: A legal study [17]
Technical Guidance for Jurisdictional and Nested REDD+ Programs [18]
Guidance for Jurisdictional and Nested REDD+ Program Design [19]
Climate smart landscapes: multifunctionality in practice [20]
Subsidies to key commodities driving forest loss - Implications for private climate finance [21]
The UN-REDD Programme Strategy 2011-2015 [22]
Progress with integrating forests in the SDGs: Reflections on the outcome document of the UN
Open Working Group on SDGs [23]

Source URL: http://theredddesk.org/resources/national-redd-policy-networks-cooperation-conflict
Links
[1] http://theredddesk.org/print/resources/national-redd-policy-networks-cooperation-conflict
[2] http://theredddesk.org/printpdf/resources/national-redd-policy-networks-cooperation-conflict
[3]
http://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/national-redd-policy-networks-coo
peration-

conflict&amp;text=National%20REDD%2B%20policy%20networks%3A%20from%20cooperation%20
to%20conflict
[4] https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/national-redd-poliy-networks-cooperation-conflict
[5]
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/national-redd-policy-n
etworks-cooperatioconflict&amp;t=National%20REDD%2B%20policy%20networks%3A%20from%20cooperation%20to%
20conflict
[6]
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&amp;url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/nati
onal-redd-policy-networks-cooperaionconflict&amp;title=National%20REDD%2B%20policy%20networks%3A%20from%20cooperation%2
0to%20conflict&amp;summary=&amp;source=The%20REDD%20Desk
[7]
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&amp;url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/national-redd-policy
-networks-cooperatinconflict&amp;title=National%20REDD%2B%20policy%20networks%3A%20from%20cooperation%2
0to%20conflict
[8]
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/national-redd-policy-networks-coope
rationconflict&amp;title=National%20REDD%2B%20policy%20networks%3A%20from%20cooperation%2
0to%20conflict
[9]
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/national-redd-policynetworks-cooperatioconflict&amp;title=National%20REDD%2B%20policy%20networks%3A%20from%20cooperation%20
to%20conflict
[10] http://theredddesk.org/taxonomy/term
[11] http://theredddesk.org/sites/default/files/resources/pdf/es-2014-6643.pdf
[12] http://theredddesk.org/countries/actors/centre-international-forestry-research
[13] http://theredddesk.org/countries/actors/university-leeds
[14] http://theredddesk.org/resources/introduction-redd-khmer-english-subtitles
[15] http://theredddesk.org/resources/context-redd-ethiopia-drivers-agents-and-institutions
[16] http://theredddesk.org/resources/new-climate-peace-taking-action-climate-and-fragility-risks
[17]
http://theredddesk.org/resources/distribution-powers-and-responsibilities-affecting-forests-land-use-a
nd-redd-across-levels
[18] http://theredddesk.org/resources/technical-guidance-jurisdictional-and-nested-redd-programs
[19] http://theredddesk.org/resources/guidance-jurisdictional-and-nested-redd-program-design
[20] http://theredddesk.org/resources/climate-smart-landscapes-multifunctionality-practice
[21]
http://theredddesk.org/resources/subsidies-key-commodities-driving-forest-loss-implications-privateclimate-finance
[22] http://theredddesk.org/resources/un-redd-programme-strategy-2011-2015-0
[23]

http://theredddesk.org/resources/progress-integrating-forests-sdgs-reflections-outcome-document-un
-open-working-group-sdgs

