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Summary
In Papua New Guinea (PNG) 97% of land (including forests) is under customary ownership. However
Papua New Guineans (PNGs) are often excluded from meaningful forestry development due to the
forestry laws and regulations that have been in place since gaining independence in 1975. The laws
have been developed from the view point of large scale forest industry and business, therefore have
effectively removed the customary rights of the PNGs. This has resulted in increased state control
and private ownership by large businesses over an increasing majority of PNGs forested land.
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