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Summary
This report is part of the Global Comparative Study on REDD+ initiated by the Center for
International Forestry Research (CIFOR) in 2009. It reviews the drivers of deforestation and forest
degradation, and the context in which REDD+ is being implemented in Ethiopia.
Specifically, the paper identifies and analyzes several direct drivers of deforestation and forest
degradation in Ethiopia including: forest clearance for both subsistence and large-scale agriculture;
illegal and unsustainable extraction of wood mainly for charcoal and firewood; overgrazing; and
recurrent forest fires. It also reviews underlying drivers including: rapid population increase and the
associated growing demand for land and energy; extensive legal and institutional gaps including lack
of stable and equitable forest tenure; lack of stakeholder participation in forest management and
benefit-sharing schemes; and weak law enforcement.
These drivers and the dominant actors behind them ranging from small-scale subsistence farmers
to national and global investors are discussed in the context of the political economy, including the
policy and institutional framework of the country. The implications of the overall forest condition to

the objectives and requirements of REDD+ are evaluated, and key issues that need to be addressed
for efficient, effective and equitable implementation of REDD+ are discussed.
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