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Summary
The issue of REDD+ benefit sharing has captured the attention of policymakers and local

communities because the success of REDD+ will depend greatly on the design and implementation
of its benefit-sharing mechanism. Despite a large body of literature on potential benefit-sharing
mechanisms for REDD+, the field has lacked global comparative analyses of national REDD+
policies and of the political-economic influences that can either enable or impede the mechanisms.
Similarly, relatively few studies have investigated the political-economic principles underlying
existing benefit-sharing policies and approaches. This working paper builds on a study of REDD+
policies in 13 countries to provide a global overview and up-to-date profile of benefit-sharing
mechanisms for REDD+ and of the political-economic factors affecting their design and setting. Five
types of benefit-sharing models relevant to REDD+ and natural resource management are used to
create an organising framework for identifying what does and does not work and to examine the
structure of rights under REDD+. The authors also consider the mechanisms in light of five
prominent discourses on the question of who should benefit from REDD+ and, by viewing REDD+
through a 3E (effectiveness, efficiency, equity) lens, map out some of the associated risks for REDD+
outcomes. Existing benefit-sharing models and REDD+ projects have generated initial lessons for
building REDD+ benefit-sharing mechanisms. However, the relevant policies in the 13 countries
studied could lead to carbon ineffectiveness, cost inefficiency and inequity because of weak linkages
to performance or results, unclear tenure and carbon rights, under-representation of certain actors,
technical and financial issues related to the scope and scale of REDD+, potential elite capture and
the possible negative side effects of the decentralisation of authority. Furthermore, the enabling
factors for achieving 3E benefit-sharing mechanisms are largely absent from the study countries.
Whether REDD+ can catalyse the necessary changes will depend in part on how the costs and
benefits of REDD+ are shared, and whether the benefits are sufficient to affect a shift in entrenched
behaviour and policies at all levels of government. The successful design and implementation of
benefit-sharing mechanisms – and hence the legitimacy and acceptance of REDD+ – depend on
having clear objectives, procedural equity and an inclusive process and on engaging in a rigorous
analysis of the options for benefit sharing and their potential effects on beneficiaries and climate
mitigation efforts.

Organisations
Centre for International Forestry Research [13]

Search resources
Search
Apply
Reset

Other resources
●
●
●
●
●
●

●

Handbook on Country Options for REDD+ Benefit-Sharing [14]
Country Options for REDD+ Benefit Sharing [15]
Country Report: Considerations for REDD+ benefit sharing in Peru [16]
Who Owns the World’s Forests? Forest Tenure and Public Forests In Transition [17]
Benefit Sharing and REDD+: Considerations and Options for Effective Design and Operation [18]
Proposed Benefit Sharing System for REDD+ pilot project in Central Suau / Papua New Guinea
[19]
Forest Carbon Rights Guidebook - A Tool For Framing Legal Rights to Carbon Benefits Generated

●

●

●

Through REDD+ Programming [20]
Cost implications for pro-poor REDD+ in Lam Dong Province, Vietnam Opportunity costs and
benefit distribution systems [21]
Gender and REDD+: An Assessment in the Oddar Meanchey Community Forestry REDD+ Site,
Cambodia [22]
Carbon rights, REDD+ and payments for environmental services [23]

Source URL:
http://theredddesk.org/resources/approaches-benefit-sharing-preliminary-comparative-analysis-13-re
dd-countries
Links
[1]
http://theredddesk.org/print/resources/approaches-benefit-sharing-preliminary-comparative-analysis13-redd-countries
[2]
http://theredddesk.org/printpdf/resources/approaches-benefit-sharing-preliminary-comparative-analy
sis-13-redd-countries
[3]
http://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/approaches-benefit-sharing-preli
minary-comparative-analysis-13-eddcountries&amp;text=Approaches%20to%20benefit%20sharing%20-%20A%20preliminary%20compa
rative%20analysis%20of%2013%20REDD%2B%20countries
[4] https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/approaches-benefi-sharing-preliminary-comparative-analysis-13-redd-countries
[5]
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/approaches-benefit-sh
aring-preliminary-comparative-analysis-13reddcountries&amp;t=Approaches%20to%20benefit%20sharing%20-%20A%20preliminary%20comparati
ve%20analysis%20of%2013%20REDD%2B%20countries
[6]
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&amp;url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/app
roaches-benefit-sharing-preliminary-comparative-analysis-3-redcountries&amp;title=Approaches%20to%20benefit%20sharing%20-%20A%20preliminary%20compa
rative%20analysis%20of%2013%20REDD%2B%20countries&amp;summary=&amp;source=The%20
REDD%20Desk
[7]
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&amp;url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/approaches-benefitsharing-preliminary-comparative-analysis-13reddcountries&amp;title=Approaches%20to%20benefit%20sharing%20-%20A%20preliminary%20compa
rative%20analysis%20of%2013%20REDD%2B%20countries
[8]
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/approaches-benefit-sharing-prelimin
ary-comparative-analysis-13-edd-

countries&amp;title=Approaches%20to%20benefit%20sharing%20-%20A%20preliminary%20compa
rative%20analysis%20of%2013%20REDD%2B%20countries
[9]
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A//theredddesk.org/resources/approaches-benefit-s
haring-preliminary-comparative-analysis-13reddcountries&amp;title=Approaches%20to%20benefit%20sharing%20-%20A%20preliminary%20compa
rative%20analysis%20of%2013%20REDD%2B%20countries
[10] http://theredddesk.org/theme/land-tenure
[11] http://theredddesk.org/file/ciforbdspng
[12] http://theredddesk.org/sites/default/files/resources/pdf/2013/cifor_bds.pdf
[13] http://theredddesk.org/countries/actors/centre-international-forestry-research
[14] http://theredddesk.org/resources/handbook-country-options-redd-benefit-sharing
[15] http://theredddesk.org/resources/country-options-redd-benefit-sharing
[16] http://theredddesk.org/resources/country-report-considerations-redd-benefit-sharing-peru
[17]
http://theredddesk.org/resources/who-owns-worlds-forests-forest-tenure-and-public-forests-transition
[18]
http://theredddesk.org/resources/benefit-sharing-and-redd-considerations-and-options-effective-desig
n-and-operation
[19]
http://theredddesk.org/resources/proposed-benefit-sharing-system-redd-pilot-project-central-suau-pa
pua-new-guinea
[20]
http://theredddesk.org/resources/forest-carbon-rights-guidebook-tool-framing-legal-rights-carbon-be
nefits-generated-through
[21]
http://theredddesk.org/resources/cost-implications-pro-poor-redd-lam-dong-province-vietnam-opport
unity-costs-and-benefit
[22]
http://theredddesk.org/resources/gender-and-redd-assessment-oddar-meanchey-community-forestryredd-site-cambodia
[23] http://theredddesk.org/resources/carbon-rights-redd-and-payments-environmental-services

